
Draft: Article V Application for a Federal Fiscal Responsibility Amendments Convention to Curb Runaway 1 

Inflation and Restore Fiscal Sanity 2 

 3 

Summary 4 

This Application calls for an Inflation-Fighting, Federal Fiscal Responsibility Amendment (FRA) Convention, 5 

notifies Congress of its duty to Call the Convention now, authorizes the State’s Attorney General to join the “39 6 

States v. Congress” Mandamus Case, urges Congress to expeditiously pass the Concurrent Resolution which sets 7 

the time and place for the Amendments Proposing Convention, and stipulates ratification of any proposed 8 

amendment by State Convention, a vote of the People.  According to recent polling from numerous sources, 9 

Americans view the nation’s 40-year high inflation as its most significant problem.  According to a recent Gallup 10 

poll, 75% of a random sample of registered voters said they were very or somewhat concerned about federal 11 

spending, deficits, and debt. During the previous Great Inflation (1965-1982), the Congressional Record shows 12 

that thirty-four States collectively exercised their authority under Article V of the United States Constitution to 13 

mandate that Congress call a Fiscal Responsibility Amendment (FRA) Convention to deal with the problem.  14 

These Applications were ignored and not counted.  Congress failed to discharge its constitutional duty to call a 15 

Convention of States for Proposing Amendments.  Since 39 active Article V State Applications for an FRA 16 

Convention existed in 1979, which was five more than required, the nation’s debt has increased from $850 17 

billion to over $30 trillion and the purchasing power of the dollar has decreased by 70%, as of the end of 2021.  18 

Without constitutional restraint, the federal government continues to incur deficit spending, and accumulate 19 

additional debt burdens that reduce economic growth, increase inflationary pressures, jeopardize national 20 

security and Social Security; threaten the economic security of these several States, and the prosperity of 21 

current and future generations of Americans. 22 

 23 

Policy 24 

TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR AN INFLATION-FIGHTING, FEDERAL FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY AMENDMENTS (FRA) 25 

CONVENTION. TO NOTIFY CONGRESS THAT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE V OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, IT WAS 26 

MANDATED TO CALL A CONVENTION TO PROPOSE AMENDMENTS IN 1979, BASED ON THE CONGRESSIONAL 27 

RECORDS OF 39 STATE APPLICATIONS. TO AUTHORIZE THE STATES’ ATTORNEYS GENERAL TO JOIN A 28 

MANDAMUS ACTION TO ENFORCE STATE SOVEREIGNTY UNDER ARTICLE V OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION; TO 29 

DEMAND CONGRESS EXPEDITIOUSLY PASS A RESOLUTION, SETTING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE 30 

AMENDMENT PROPOSING CONVENTION TRIGGERED IN 1979, AND STIPULATING RATIFICATION BY A VOTE OF 31 

THE PEOPLE IN STATE CONVENTIONS. 32 

 33 

Whereas, Article V authorizes the States and Congress equally to propose Amendments to the United States 34 

Constitution; and 35 

Whereas, the Constitution mandates that Congress shall call a Convention for Proposing Amendments “upon the 36 

Application of two-thirds of the several States;” and 37 



Whereas, the Congressional Record documents 39 unrescinded State Applications from 1789–1979 related to 38 

Fiscal Responsibility, five more than the two-thirds (34) threshold by which Congress is constitutionally 39 

compelled to call the convention for proposing Fiscal Responsibility Amendments; and 40 

Whereas, Congress failed to discharge its constitutional duty to set the date and place for a Convention for 41 

Proposing Amendments in 1979, or within a reasonable time thereafter; and 42 

Whereas, since 1979, the national debt has increased from $850 billion to more than $30 trillion and the dollar 43 

has been devalued by more than 70%, as of the end of 2021; and 44 

Whereas, as of May 2022 inflation is more than 8.6%, a 40-year high; and 45 

Whereas, the constitutional mandate for Congress to call a Convention of States for proposing fiscal 46 

responsibility amendments was first triggered in 1979, as reflected in the Congressional Record.  Accordingly, 47 

any rescissions occurring after the date that the two-thirds threshold was met are of no force or effect. To hold 48 

otherwise would be to sanction broad scale defiance of constitutional mandates in the hope that future 49 

circumstances may change a triggered constitutional mandate; and 50 

Whereas, fiscal and monetary irresponsibility at the federal level is increasing inflation, reducing economic 51 

growth, lowering Americans’ standard of living, jeopardizing Social Security and Medicare, putting national 52 

security at alarming risk, and threatening the economic stability of the several States and the prosperity of 53 

Americans for generations to come;  54 

 55 

NOW THEREFORE, THIS STATE LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER: 56 

SECTION    1.   Makes Application under Article V for an Inflation-fighting Federal Fiscal Responsibility 57 

Amendments Convention.  58 

SECTION    2.   Demands Congress expeditiously approve House Concurrent Resolution (#TBD)  to set the  date 59 

and place for an Article V Convention for Proposing Amendments based on Congressional Records of 39 60 

Applications as of 1979 for a Fiscal Responsibility Amendments Convention. 61 

SECTION   3. Demands that the voice of the American people be heard on this matter by requiring ratification by 62 

a vote of the people in state ratifying conventions.  63 

SECTION    4.   Requires copies of this Application be transmitted to the President of the United States, President 64 

and Secretary of the United States Senate, the Speaker and Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, 65 

Archivist of the United States, and the members of the United States Senate and the United States House of 66 

Representatives from this State. 67 

SECTION    5.   Requires copies of this Application also be transmitted to the presiding officers of each of the 68 

legislative houses in the several States, requesting their cooperation in this endeavor. 69 



SECTION    6.   Urges the Archivist of the United States to authenticate, securely store, count and acknowledge 70 

this Application and make public a list of Applications by subject. This Application shall be counted with balanced 71 

budget Applications, plenary Applications on any subject(s) or any multi-subject Applications that, in part, 72 

impose fiscal restraints on the federal government. Article V Applications remain active until Congress calls for a 73 

Convention for Proposing Federal Fiscal Responsibility Amendments.  74 

SECTION    7.   Urges The Attorney General of this State to assert and defend the constitutional power and 75 

responsibility of the State to restore and maintain the jurisdictional balance of powers between the national 76 

government and the States, and specifically to restore and maintain national fiscal responsibility, by enforcing 77 

the States’ rights and duties under Article V of the Constitution of the United States, by compelling Congress, 78 

through all legal and constitutional means at the disposal of the Attorney General, to honor its constitutional 79 

duty to maintain a timely and accurate record of all State applications under Article V, and to timely execute its 80 

ministerial duty to designate the date and place for a Convention for Proposing Amendments any time the two-81 

thirds (34) constitutional threshold is reached for summoning a convention of states for proposing amendments. 82 

 83 

 84 


